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HOUSE BI LL 2336

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Chandl er, Lisk and Schoesl er

Prefiled 01/07/98. Read first time 01/12/98. Referred to Committee on
Agricul ture & Ecol ogy.

AN ACT Rel ating to the Hanford Reach of the Col unbia river; adding
a new chapter to Title 43 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The | egislature recogni zes that the people
and governnents of Benton, Franklin, Gant, and Adans counties desire
to enter into such a partnership with the state of Washington and the
United States to ensure the continued protection of plant, fish,
wildlife, cultural, recreational, and scenic resources on the | ands
surroundi ng the Hanford Reach.

It is the intent of this act to create a cooperative partnership
that will provide a forumfor public input fromthe entire regi on and
that will ensure the long-termprotection of the river as wld, scenic,
and accessi bl e.

NEW_ SECTI O\. Sec. 2. (1) The Hanford Reach protection and
managenent comm ssion is created. The comm ssion i s conposed of seven
menbers. Menbers of the conm ssion shall be appointed as foll ows:

(a) One resident each from Benton, Franklin, and G ant counties
appoi nted by the county governnent of each county;
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(b) One resident of the state appointed by the governor;

(c) One resident of the state appointed by the United States
secretary of energy;

(d) One resident of the state appointed by the United States
secretary of the interior; and

(e) One resident of any county in the state through or al ong which
the Colunbia river runs, appointed by a majority vote of the other
menbers of the conmm ssion.

(2) The length of the terns of office of the nenbers appointed
under subsection (1) of this section shall be fixed by each appointing
governnmental entity at the tinme of appointnent, but no termmay exceed
four years.

(3) Any vacancy that may occur prior to the expiration of a
menber’s term shall be filled for the balance of that term by
appoi ntment nmade by the entity which appointed the vacating nenber.

(4) Except as provided by federal |aw or regul ati on, no person my
be appointed to the commssion who is an enployee, agent, or
i ndependent contractor of the United States or any agency thereof.

(5) In the event a nenber has not been appointed within six nonths
of the effective date of this act, the vacancy shall be filled by joint
appoi ntnment by the county governnments of Benton, Franklin, and G ant
counti es.

(6) As soon as practicable after the appointnment of a majority of
the nenbers of the commi ssion, but no later than one year after the
effective date of this act, the nenbers shall convene neetings of the
comm ssion and adopt rules governing the adm nistration, voting,
nmeeting, terns of service, and finances of the conmm ssion.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The commi ssion shall receive and nanage
the lands conveyed by the federal governnent for the long-term
protection of the resources of the portion of the Colunbia river known
as the Hanford Reach.

(2) The comm ssion shall develop a plan for the managenent of the
| ands descri bed under subsection (1) of this section that will protect
and enhance plant resources, fish and wildlife resources, cultura
resources, recreational access, and other uses or resources prescribed
by the comm ssi on.
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(3) The conmm ssion shall adopt rules, as necessary, for the
i npl enentation of its duties set forth under this section and section
2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Fromthe date of the conveyances nade for
the purpose of this act until the tine a permanent protection and
managenent plan is approved by the Hanford Reach protection and
managenent conmm ssion, the lands shall be nanaged under an interim
managenent pl an approved by the county governnents of Benton, Franklin,
and Gant counties, which shall be consistent with the federal
| egi sl ati on authorizing the conveyances.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

~-- END ---
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